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Medical Student Programs, Eastern Health Clinical School (EHCS) is responsible for developing
and overseeing the education of medical students from Deakin University and Monash
University at Eastern Health clinical sites.
Medical Students from both universities learn together in an integrated program. Many Eastern Health clinicians
contribute to the education of these students. The depth and breadth of medical student education available at
Eastern Health provides many opportunities for education research.
Medical Student Programs research is led by Associate Professor Jenepher Martin (Director) supported by Mr Noel
Roberts (Senior Lecturer Curriculum) and Mrs Susan Irvine (Lecturer, Clinical Skills). Other researchers include
the Medical Student Programs Fellow and a number of Eastern Health clinicians involved in student teaching.
The focus for Medical Student Programs research is teaching and learning in the clinical environment. Active
collaborations are ongoing with Launceston Clinical School, The University of Tasmania, and HEALTH PEER,
Monash University.
Medical Student Programs, Eastern Health Clinical School is currently establishing research capability. Early
achievements are a number of National and International conference presentations, the establishment of
the Medical Education Fellowship and the recruitment of higher degree students. Priorities for ongoing
activity include: further developing the research focus in clinical teaching and learning; collaborative research
relationships within our partner universities and the publication of research outcomes.

Program Directors
Associate Professor Jenepher Martin (Director)
Mr Noel Roberts (Senior Lecturer Curriculum)
Mrs Susan Irvine (Lecturer Clinical Skills)
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Funding/Grants
Innovative multisource feedback for
medical students: translation to first clinical
year, and development, including feedback
of patient satisfaction scores Monash
University FMNHS Learning & Teaching
Research Grant. Martin J, Lai MY M,
Roberts NJ. $20,000.

Projects in progress
Projects in progress by the unit during the
course of the past year have included:
PTA multisource feedback study
Lead researchers: Martin J, Lai M, Roberts N.
A randomised, controlled study to examine
the effect of multi-source feedback, in
particular the contribution of patient
satisfaction on student in consultations in
the Patient Teaching Associate program
with medical students in their first
clinical year.
PTA implementation evaluation study
Lead researchers: Martin J, Lai M, Roberts N.
A study to clarify the processes and
outcomes of translation of an innovative
patient-centred teaching program to the
learning environment of Medical
Student Programs.
Medical Student Program learning
environment evaluation 2013
Lead researcher: Roberts N. An evaluation,
based on an annual online survey of the
learning experience of Monash University
and Deakin University medical students in
all clinical years of placement with Medical
Student Programs in the Eastern Health
Clinical School.
Observational study of peripheral
intravenous cannulation at Eastern Health
Lead researchers: Leech D, Martin J,
Irvine S, Lim S, Nally B. This quality
improvement study aims to assess the
variations in practice during peripheral IV
cannulation at Eastern Health over a onemonth period at Box Hill and Maroondah
hospitals and assess current practice
against best practice guidelines.

Primary care physicians’ educational
needs for pain management
Lead researchers: Wan A, Martin J.
Pain is one of the most common reasons for
patients to present to a general practitioner
(GP). With the ageing of population, the
need of care provided by general
practitioners is likely to increase. However,
literature shows that GPs may be
inadequately prepared for this role. A survey
in 2003 in UK showed that 81% of GPs
believed that a significant number of patients
received suboptimal management of chronic
pain, and the management of chronic pain
could be improved.
Self-Efficacy in Medical Students
– influences on learning complex
clinical skills
Lead researcher: Irvine, S. (PhD thesis).
Supervision: Martin J, Davis, I. This PhD
research will examine self-efficacy in
medical students and its relationship to
effective learning of complex
clinical skills.
An investigation of the factors impacting
on Australasian College for Emergency
Medicine assessor judgements when
performing Mini-CEX on trainees
in the Emergency Department
Lead researchers: Lee V. (MHPE Thesis).
Supervision: Martin J. The Mini-Clinical
Evaluation Exercise (Mini-CEX) is a form
of Workplace-based Assessment (WBA)
which requires direct observation of a
doctor-in-training in the workplace. It
assesses how they perform in actual daily
practice. The trainee is assessed using a
rating form and given immediate feedback
by their supervisor. How the supervisor
or assessor forms judgements based on
their observations and translates them into
rating scores is poorly understood. There is
evidence that factors related to the thinking
processes of the assessor (cognition)
and how they view the context of the
assessment may influence their judgement.
This study aims to determine how cognitive
and contextual factors impact on assessor
judgements when performing Mini-CEX in
Australasian Emergency Departments.

Projects completed
Projects undertaken by the department and
successfully completed during the course
of the past year have included:
Simulation to clinical practice: Medical
students’ experiences of learning
to perform pelvic examinations
Lead researchers: Irvine S, Martin J,
Fairbank C. The aim of this project was
to explore the medical students’
perception of the clinical teaching program
and subsequent experiences in clinical
practice. The CTA program prepares the
student for clinical practice, however
both the clinical learning environment
and aspects of the curriculum negatively
impact on the quality of student learning
experience. As well as the CTA program,
quality learning opportunities in the clinical
setting are necessary for the students to
achieve a level of proficiency in performing
pelvic examinations, beyond a task
focused approach.
Deteriorating patient management:
Evaluation of the development of
a medical student rotation
Lead researcher: Roberts N. This study
examined the introduction and subsequent
evolution and development of a medical
student short rotation in deteriorating
patient management.
Medical Student Program learning
environment evaluation 2012
Lead researcher: Roberts N. An evaluation,
based on an annual online survey, of the
learning experience of Monash University
and Deakin University medical students in
all clinical years of placement with Medical
Student Programs in the Eastern Health
Clinical School.
Medical Student Program learning
environment evaluation 2011
Lead researcher: Roberts N. An evaluation,
based on an annual online survey, of the
learning experience of Monash University
and Deakin University medical students in
all clinical years of placement with Medical
Student Programs in the Eastern Health
Clinical School.
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Research Training
Irvine S. PhD (Year 1) Self Efficacy in medical
students. Monash University, P/T
Lee V. MHPE (Year 2) Workplace Based
Assessment for Emergency Medicine
Trainees. Monash University, P/T
Fellows

Wan, A. (Medical Education Fellow)
Development and Evaluation of the Year 3
Medical Student Musculoskeletal Rotation.
Monash University, 0.5 EFT (2012)
Lai, M. (Medical Education Fellow) P3PTA
– Patient Teaching Associates in Medical
Student Education to develop patientcentred practice skills. Monash University,
0.5 EFT (2013)

Publications for period
1 July 2012 – 30 June 2013
Journals

In press
Irvine S, Martin J. Bridging the Gap:
Simulation to Clinical Practice, The Clincial
Teacher. 2013. (in press).

Conference/Abstracts including
proceedings, papers, posters
International

Irvine S, Martin J, Fairbank C. Simulation
to clinical practice: Medical students’
experiences of learning to perform pelvic
examinations. 5th International Clinical
Skills Conference. Prato, Italy, May 2013.

Roberts NJ, Little A, Riddell K, Martin J.
Deteriorating Patient Management: an
incubator for interprofessional learning
in the acute clinical environment. Annual
Scientific Meeting, Changes in healthcare
delivery and effects on medical education.
ASME (Association for the Study of Medical
Education). Edinburgh, July 2013.
Roberts NJ, Archer P, Martin J. A study to
examine the contribution to learning of
experience in a paediatric short stay unit
integrated into medical student rotations
in Children’s Health. AMEE Annual
Conference. Vienna, August 2011.
National

Wan A, Martin J. Using a rapid quality
improvement cycle to improve medical
student clinical clerkships. Australian
and New Zealand Association for Health
Professional Educators.
Melbourne, June 2013.
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Accessing program activity reports
Eastern Health is committed to building a culture of research and ensuring such research is embedded in everyday clinical practice. Eastern Health
contributes to local, national and international research activity. This document forms part of the broader sixth annual 2013 Eastern Health
Research Report reflecting the high-calibre research, commitment and strength of research programs across Eastern Health. A hard copy of the
complete 2013 Research Report including program activity reports is available by contacting The Office of Research & Ethics on 9895 9551
or via download from www.easternhealth.org.au
Readers note: Where projects are collaborative with our respective research partners, Eastern Health staff names are in bold.
Clinical program reports available include:
• Allied Health

• Endocrinology

• Nursing and Midwifery

• Cardiology

• Gastroenterology and Hepatology

• Oncology

• Eastern Health Clinical School and
Eastern Clinical Research Unit (ECRU)

• Geriatric

• Palliative Care

• Haematology

• Pharmacy

• Eastern Clinical Research Unit –
Translational Division (ECRU–TRD)

• Integrated Renal and Obstetric services

• Respiratory and Sleep Medicine

• Eastern Health Clinical School Research
Division, Medical Student Programs

• Intensive Care services

• Rheumatology

• Mental Health programs

• Surgical Research Group

• Neuroscience

• Turning Point

• Emergency services
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