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Welcome to the  
sixth edition of  
The Pulse. 

In this issue, you will find the latest news about 
the Healesville & District Hospital and Yarra Valley 
Community Health redevelopment project, including 
details regarding the temporary relocation of most 
hospital services. Already funded to the tune of  
$7.8 million, we were very pleased to learn recently 
of an additional $1 million from the Victorian 
Government to boost the project. This extra funding 
will ensure the project delivers the high-quality 
facility that has been promised to the community.

With construction due to commence shortly, it 
is opportune to now focus on all the new and 
expanded services the Healesville and Yarra Ranges 
communities will receive when this significant 
project is completed. 

Healesville & District Hospital and Yarra Valley 
Community Health will be larger to support the new 
services, with improved facilities and equipment. 
A new operating theatre, a new renal dialysis unit, 
specialist outpatient clinics and a redeveloped 
community health centre are just some of the features.  
The interior will also be refurbished and modernised 
while open spaces and parking are improved.

It is certainly an exciting time for healthcare in  
the Yarra Ranges and I look forward to seeing the 
works progress in the months ahead and keeping  
you informed.

Kind regards

Alan Lilly, Eastern Health Chief Executive

ALAN’S 
WELCOME

REDEVELOPMENT NEWS 
Local residents will continue to receive  
a range of health services close to home, 
despite construction work on the Healesville  
& District Hospital and Yarra Valley Community 
Health redevelopment site. 

Yarra Valley Community Health and Yarra Valley 
Community Medical Service (GP clinic), which 
are based on the hospital site, will continue to 
operate during the redevelopment, although 
some services may be provided from different 
locations in Healesville. 

Pathology, specialist outpatient clinics 
(respiratory, cardiology and endocrinology)  
and antenatal and postnatal maternity services  
will also remain in Healesville. 

Chief Executive Alan Lilly said it was a very  
exciting time for the Healesville site.

“I am very pleased that Eastern Health has  
been able to maintain so many services while  
the redevelopment is underway,” he said.

“We will be creating a wonderful new environment for 
our patients and staff, and delivering more services 
than ever before when the project is complete.”

Continued overleaf ››

Keeping you up to date with developments at Healesville  
& District Hospital and Yarra Valley Community Health
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What is being 
temporarily 
relocated?

13 inpatient beds 
and surgery, with 
patients to receive 
their care as close 
to home as possible, 
predominantly 
at Yarra Ranges 
Health in Lilydale or 
Maroondah Hospital.

What is staying  
in Healesville?

› Yarra Valley Community 
Health and Yarra Valley 
Community Medical 
Service (GP clinic)

› Pathology

› Specialist outpatient 
clinics (respiratory, 
cardiology and 
endocrinology) 

› Antenatal and postnatal 
maternity services. 



Planned Activity Group members Irene O’Loughlin and 
Frances Yates enjoy a day of gardening in Healesville. 

REDEVELOPMENT NEWS (CONTINUED)

Mr Lilly said that as a result of the capital works project, 
it was necessary for most hospital services to be 
temporarily relocated during the redevelopment.  
Patients who would normally be treated at Healesville & 
District Hospital will receive their care as close to home  
as possible, predominantly at Yarra Ranges Health in 
Lilydale or Maroondah Hospital.

“We are committed to ensuring the safety and comfort of all 
our patients and staff, and providing a hospital environment 
that is free of dust, dirt and noise,” Mr Lilly said. 

He said patients affected by the redevelopment would  
be notified of any changes to their care.

“It is not unusual to temporarily relocate a ward or 
operating theatre while major works are carried out,”  
Mr Lilly said. “Unlike larger hospitals, what is unique in this 
instance is that the size of the current site does not allow 
us to move patients to other parts of the building while 
maintaining a safe and comfortable environment.”

He said further information regarding the temporary 
changes to services would be provided to the 
community as soon as they were confirmed.

“We have a budget of $8.8 million to deliver this project, 
including the new services and facilities promised, and  
an expectation to do this as quickly as possible. This is  
the most cost-effective option and allows us to continue  
to provide all services as close to Healesville as we can.” 

Construction is expected to take between 14 and 18 
months, with early works already underway.

Updates on the redevelopment project can be found online 
at www.easternhealth.org.au/healesvilleredevelopment  

BUILDING CONNECTIONS

DIABETES HELP FOR 
LOCAL RESIDENTS

Yarra Valley Community Health offers a range of services 
to support people with diabetes, including diabetes 
education, dietetics, podiatry services and early 
intervention programs.  

“Our Healthy Living and Diabetes program provides people 
with newly-diagnosed type 2 diabetes and pre-diabetes 
with a key worker who can support them in controlling  
their condition,” Diabetes Educator Jenny Williams said. 

“We can also provide support with medication 
management to help people overcome the confusion 
surrounding their prescriptions and requirements.” 

For a full list of services, visit  
www.easternhealth.org.au and click on Yarra Valley 
Community Health or call 1300 130 381. 

YARRA VALLEY  
COMMUNITY HEALTH
Services and programs include:

Call 1300 130 381 for more information. 

› Counselling

› Allied health

› Clinics to help  
you quit smoking

› Aboriginal health 

› Wellness programs 

› District nursing

› GP clinic 

It is business as usual for all services at 
Healesville & District Hospital and Yarra 
Valley Community Health until the temporary 
relocation of some services by September 28,  
2015. Affected patients will be notified 
regarding any changes to their care. 
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From a trip to the movies to gardening, 
Eastern Health’s Planned Activity Group  
is giving Aboriginal people in Melbourne’s  
east an opportunity to regularly connect  
with each other in their local community.

The Planned Activity Group is run by Eastern 
Health’s Aboriginal Health Team. Based in 
Healesville, the team provides a diverse range 
of activities for local Aboriginal people.  
One of the more popular activities is 
gardening, with the group regularly meeting  
at Healesville Community Garden. 

Home and Community Care Co-ordinator 
Rhonda Ballinger said “the diverse range of 
social activities and events offered by the 
Planned Activity Group means not only a fun day 
out but a great opportunity to build friendships”. 

The Planned Activity Group is one of many 
programs offered by the Aboriginal Health Team. 

Co-ordinator Andrew Kaias said women’s 
health services, maternal and child health, 
and men’s programs were just some of the 
services available. 

“Improving the health and wellbeing of 
Aboriginal people in our community is a major 
priority,” Andrew said. “As a health service, 
we understand the key role we can play in 
ensuring a strong commitment to Closing  
the Health Gap continues.” 


