



Screening Questions for ambulatory staff during COVID-19 pandemic 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, further questions are required to be asked in addition to the completion of the home visit risk assessment tool for any clinical staff providing clinical assessments on a non-Eastern Health site. 
Visits to a Patient’s Home

These screening questions are to be undertaken prior to any staff conducting a home visit and questions should be directed to all patients and household contacts. 

If unable to contact the patient prior to the visit , screening should occur before entering the home . 

	1.  Have you or anyone else in your house been instructed to self isolate?

2. Have you or anyone else in your house travelled overseas in the past 14 days?

3.  Are you or anyone else in your house currently unwell with any of the following symptoms? 

· Fever/Chills/Shakes or

· Sore Throat or

· Cough or

· Headache or
· Runny Nose/Blocked nose or
· New shortness of Breath or
· Muscle aches or

· Loss of smell

· Vomiting or diarrhoea
4. Have you or anyone else in your house had contact with any person who is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 or awaiting a COVID-19 swab result? Or Visited a deemed COVID Red Zone or Hot Zone within Australia or a local outbreak area   
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/case-locations-and-outbreaks
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

If the patient answers ‘YES’ to any of these questions, the clinician must seek advice from their manager or medical team to determine :

1. If the patient visit must proceed 

2. Appropriate advice regarding the management of the patients current symptoms

If the patient answers ‘NO’ to all questions, then the home visit can proceed aligned with CPG 454 Home Community Visit Staff Safety Guideline.  This will include requesting that social distancing principles should be maintained during the visit . 
If, during the course of the home visit, it is determined that the patient or household member should have answered ‘YES’ to any of the screening questions, the staff member is advised to abandon the visit as soon as practical and report into their manager regarding next steps. 


Visit to a residential care facility (including SRS’s and CRU’s )  without a known or suspected outbreak

In addition to screening questions directed to the patient as above, it is essential to administer screening questions to the facility manager or care coordinator to ensure there is no outbreak affecting any of the residents at the facility prior to entry.

The following questions should be additionally asked of the facility manager prior to the visit: 
1. Are any of your residents known to be confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 or awaiting test results of a COVID-19 swab? 

2. Are any of the residents identified as close contacts of the COVID patients?
3. Do any of your residents have symptoms of new cough, fever, shortness of breath or are unwell?

4. Are any of your staff furloughed due to close or confirmed contact with COVID-19?
If the facility managers also answers ‘NO’ to all questions, then the home visit can proceed aligned with CPG 454 Home Community Visit Staff Safety Guideline. 
If the facility manager answers ‘YES’ to any of these questions, suspend the visit (consider utilising full PPE if visit must proceed) and notify your manager who will contact the Residential care Outbreak Management Team (via EH contact centre) to ensure the appropriate risk mitigation strategies are in place prior to approving the visit. 
NOTE: These questions are to be included as part of your daily assessment and are required to be documented in patient CPF notes.  
DO NOT PRINT- This version is current as of 15th December l 2020. Please refer to CPG 454 Home Community Visit Staff Safety Guideline for latest version

