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THANK YOU

THE POWER OFyour impact

You are one of 

2,860
kind people who 

generously donated  
to the Eastern Health 

Agility Response  
Fund

Collectively,  
you have donated

$727,697 
to help our frontline 

health workers 
Figures to 31 July 2020

Figures to 31 July 2020

YOU HAVE  
MADE A WONDERFUL 

DIFFERENCE
You are a beacon of light in our 
COVID-19 wards, Emergency 

Departments, Intensive Care and 
Pathology Units at Angliss, Box Hill  

and Maroondah Hospital. 

We are so excited to share  
with you the tangible difference  

you are making. 



your impact

1 9
in our Pathology Laboratory to 
test for COVID-19 and influenza

Enhancement of a ‘virtual 
hospital ward’ to provide 
healthcare services in the home

to keep patients in touch  
with their families during  
visitor restrictions 

Rapid testing 
machine

Virtual  
hospital wardiPads

Above: Dr Philippe Le Fevre with iPads which will keep patients in touch with their loved ones 
Main: Dr John Dyett with vital signs monitors and video laryngoscopes for our COVID-19 wards, ICUs and Emergency Departments

Thank you for:

2 16 3
in Intensive Care to take over  
the work of the heart or lungs 
when patients are critically ill

in our COVID-19 wards to 
provide 24/7 monitoring  
of heart rate and breathing 
function

in our Intensive Care Units and 
Emergency Departments to help 
doctors insert breathing tubes for 
patients who require ventilation

Heart lung  
bypass machines

Vital signs 
monitors

Video 
laryngoscopes

DELIVERED

IN PROGRESS DELIVERED IN PROGRESS

DELIVERED DELIVERED



LAST LINE OF DEFENCE 

YOUR GIFT IS

life saving! 

Thank you for 
helping us to 
purchase heart lung 
bypass machines and 
video laryngoscopes 
to care for critically 
unwell patients in 
Intensive Care”



My name is Ruth. I’m an 
Intensive Care Nurse at 

Eastern Health working alongside 
Dr Dyett. It’s uplifting to be able  
to share my story with you.

I’ve been a nurse for 13 years  
and it’s safe to say that 2020 has 
been my most unique year yet!

Like you, I’ve experienced a range 
of feelings and emotions. Prior to 
the first lockdown, I felt a lot of 
angst about it all.

I was fearful of the unknown and 
how this pandemic was going to 
affect our families and our work. 
Perhaps you can relate?

Early on, my husband and I slept 
in different rooms for a period  
of time. We thought that if either 
of us became unwell, we could 
potentially stagger the 

sickness. That way, at least one  
of us would be able to care for  
our young kids without needing  
to expose anyone else to it.

Luckily we stayed healthy and 
were able to shift our focus to 
things we can control. Did you  
also find new ways to cope with 
stress, fear and worry? 

Your support has encouraged 
my team and I to overcome 
these struggles. You’ve shown 
just how much you appreciate 
our frontline health workers.

I hope one day I have the chance 
to show you the new heart lung 
bypass machine and video 
laryngoscopes you have made 
possible. They are our last line  
of defence and a critical part of  
the arsenal to defeat COVID-19.

I’d also like to say a very special 
thank you to Manors Gate Group 
for their leadership and foresight 
in helping to purchase another 
heart lung bypass machine. 

Seeing patients improve from  
our care, no matter how small,  
is inspiring to me. With your  
help, being able to support and 
care for our patients and their 
families through this very difficult 
and emotional time is a privilege 
that I treasure.

Thank you. 

Ruth
Nurse, Intensive Care Unit, 
Eastern Health

YOUR GIFT IS

life saving! 
Above: Dr John Dyett and his team in ICU with the heart lung bypass machines



RAPID TESTING MACHINE

Your gift is  
fast-tracking 
test results
My name is Andrew. I am the 

Senior Scientist in the 
Microbiology Laboratory. My team 
and I investigate samples to help 
diagnose infectious diseases.

You made our day when we 
learned we had enough funds to 
purchase a new rapid testing 
machine. 

Thanks to you, this machine will 
cut influenza tests’ turnaround 
time to just 30 minutes. And 
there’s more…

The same machine will be used to 
speed up test results for critical 
COVID-19 cases.

Since COVID-19 began, our 
workload has increased 
significantly. We started testing 
about 20 coronavirus samples a 

day for inpatients. Once the 
dedicated Respiratory Screening 
Clinic was set up, the numbers 
jumped into the hundreds! 

During the first peak of public 
screening, we processed nearly 
1,000 COVID-19 swabs in one day 
alone! Most weeks, we are testing 
between 450 – 500 COVID-19 
samples each day. 

As a team, we have all pitched in 
under very challenging working 
conditions.

We’ve been very adaptable, 
including working out of hours 
and changing our rosters so that 
we have separate teams in 
different labs. If one person gets 
sick in one team, the other team 
can continue to provide pathology 
services. 

We appreciate your support  
and are proud to deliver a truly 
excellent service for people  
like you and your loved ones.

Thank you for helping our 
pathology team, doctors,  
nurses and patients during  
this challenging time.  

Andrew
Senior Scientist, Microbiology 
Laboratory, Eastern Health

Main: Andrew, using the influenza  
testing machine, which can also be  
used for urgent COVID-19 testing 
 
Below: Andrew demonstrating the 
COVID-19 testing machine



Most weeks, we are 
testing between  
450 – 500 COVID-19 
samples each day”
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YOUR LASTING LEGACY

A SMALL STEP TODAY, THE GIFT 
OF A LIFETIME TOMORROW
Perhaps you had life-saving surgery or a loved 
one received palliative care at Eastern Health? 

Your local hospital was there for you in your 
time of need. 

Many people say thank you for the kindness 
and care they received by leaving a gift to 
Eastern Health in their Will.

After taking care of your family and friends, 
you may choose to give a percentage of your 
estate to help Eastern Health. 

Like many other treasured supporters who 
have chosen to make this very special gift,  
you will play a vital role in transforming  
and strengthening healthcare for the next 
generation.

It is an enduring and powerful gift that costs 
nothing today.

WHAT YOUR GIFT CAN DO
A gift in your Will has the power to fund:

 – Ground-breaking medical research
 – New technology and life-saving equipment
 – Scholarships for young doctors, nurses and 
caregivers

Your gift, no matter how large or small, will 
always be appreciated and treasured.

FREE WILL MAKING SERVICE
Thank you so much for considering  
a gift to Eastern Health in your Will.
Through a partnership with law firm 
David Davis & Associates, you may be 
eligible to have your Will prepared free  
of charge.
Please call us on 03 9095 2406 or email 
margie.wood@easternhealth.org.au

How to leave a gift to 
Eastern Health in your Will

Please note: Some of the photos in this newsletter were taken prior to masks being mandatory.
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